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Abstract

A sword recently re-identified in the holdings of the
Museum of Prehistory and Early History, with a make-
shift number, can be assigned to the Curonian swords ac-
cording to E. Sturms (Sturms 1936). It was discovered in
the cemetery at Anduliai in 1895, and sold to the Berlin
Museum the same year. There are references to two other
Curonian swords in the museum’s inventory. Both are
lost today.
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The author of this small miscellany gladly ac-
cepted Gintautas Zabiela’s invitation to participate
in the Festschrift in honour of Audroné Bliujiené.
Common projects and unforgettable experiences in
Lithuania, characterised by great hospitality, con-
nect him with the honore. Visits to the country,
which had been unknown to him until then, were
always associated with a warm welcome and good
care. The almost logical consequence was there-
fore to choose a subject that always represented a
focus in Audroné Bliujiené’s life as a researcher:
the cemetery at Egliskiai-Anduliai (germ. Zeipen-
Gorge/Anduln) (Kretinga distr.) (for a short and in-
formative overview of Anduliai (germ. Anduln), see
Bliujiené 2022, 86—93).

The sword discussed here, with the inventory
number BD 4724, was in the museum’s BD holdings
until its re-identification by the museum’s store-
keeper Yvonne de Bordes, who discovered about
50 objects from Anduliai in the Triimmerschutt.
The BD holdings were objects ready for removal in
300 boxes in the atrium of the Martin Gropius Bau,
the former seat of the Museum fiir Vor- und Friih-
geschichte at the time of an American air raid on
3 February 1945. The fire that broke out after the
attack left more or less damaged pieces in the boxes.
After the war, some of them were given makeshift
numbers. At that time, this systematic recording
with ‘BD’ for metal objects was the only way to or-
ganise the holdings, since the inventories neces-
sary for identification were in the Soviet Union.
Among the holdings recovered from the ruins of the
building, the Triimmerschutt, were numerous iron
weapons and implements. To this day, this group
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Fig. 1. The index card of the sword from Anduliai cemetery purchased by Michel Martin Blyze in
1895, inv. No Ia 1288. Museum fiir Vor- und Friihgeschichte — Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

of objects is one of the museum’s greatest losses.
In fact, however, these supposedly lost iron objects
were probably to a large extent part of the BD stock
or Triimmerschutt.

According to the re-identification made on the
basis of the index card from the museum, it is the
‘Bruchstiick eines eis. Schwertes [zweischneidig]
mit bronz. Knauf- u. Parierstange’ (fragment of
an iron sword [double-edged] with bronze pom-
mel and crossguard) with the inventory number
Ia 1288 from Zeipen-Gorge, in the Memel district.
The piece was purchased in 1895 by Michel Martin
Blyze, the head of the village of Zeipen-Gorge, to-
gether with other finds (Fig. 1). On 27 August 1895,
a box ‘mit Bronze- und Eisengerdt’ (with bronze
and iron implements) is noted in the museum’s en-
try journal. Under the heading ‘Name und Wohnort
des Einsenders (name and residence of the sender)
Hr. Gemeindevorsteher Blyze in Zeipen-Gorge’
(churchwarden or provost) is listed (SMB-PK/
MVF, Eingangsjournal II (1886-1895), 200.1895).
In fact, Blyze had announced two boxes in a letter

to Voss on 17 August with antiquities. The ‘in der
kleineren Kiste befindlichen Altertiimer’ (antiqui-
ties in the smaller box) belonged to Janis Esins of
Zeipen-Gorge (SMB-PK/MVF, IA1, Bd. 2, E 1175.95.
SMB-PK/MVF, Eingangsjournal II [1886—1895],
201.95. Blyze and Esins received 100 marks each
for the items. SMB-PK/MVF, IA1, Bd. 2, E 1175.95).

The Royal Museums were made aware of the
discovery of the burial ground by M. M. Blyze on
24 May 1895, who reported the discovery of coins
near the °‘sogenannten Schwedenschanze’ (the
Swedish earthworks) (SMB-PK/MVF, IA1, Bd. 2,
E 989.95, also Neumayer 2013, 126). The General
Administration of the Royal Museums then asked
Landrat Cranz in Memel to arrange for the ‘Einsend-
ung der fraglichen Stiicke’ (sending in of the pieces
in question) (SMB-PK/MVF, IA1, Bd. 2, E 989.95).
On 27 July 1895. Blyze wrote to the director of the
Prahistorische Abteilung Albert Voss (1837-1906),
that ‘hier schon seit langerer Zeit solche Gegenstdn-
de gefunden worden sind’ (such objects have been
found here for along time) and that ‘auf einer Fldche
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von 10 Morgen iiberall verschiedene Altertiimer’
(various antiquities in an area of ten acres) have
been found (SMB-PK/MVF, IA1, Bd. 2, E 1039.95).
On 14 August 1895, Blyze informed Voss that his
neighbours Broszeitis and Esins had also excavated
finds in his presence, and that he could arrange a
purchase (SMB-PK/MVF, IA1, Bd. 2, E 1122.95).
The quality of the pieces acquired by Blyze, as well as
those of J. Esins from Zeipen-Gorge and the Gutsbe-
sitzer (landowner) Michel Broszeitis, led the Prehis-
toric Department to commission the directorial as-
sistant Alfred Gotze (1865—1948) with an excavation
at Zeipen-Gorge, which was carried out from 21 to
28 September ‘mit Ausnahme des Vormittags vom
27. September’ (with the exception of the morning
of September 27) on the field pieces of Blyze and
Broszeitis (concerning Blyze and his excavations:
Bliujiené 2022, 90; Excavation Report from Gotze:
SMB-PK/MVF, IA1, Bd. 2, E 1337.95).

The sword purchased from Blyze in 1895 to-
gether with other items is still 20.8 centimetres long
in total. The length of the preserved double-edged
piece of blade is 5.9 centimetres. The blade thick-
ness is 0.3 centimetres, and that of the grip tang is
9.9 centimetres. The bronze pommel is 3.5 centime-
tres high, and 5.9 centimetres wide. The length of
the bronze crossguard with curled ends is 9.9 cen-
timetres. There are four resp. five crosses in a cen-
tral decorative field. The pommel has a seven-piece
pommel crown (Knaufkrone) and a rectangular
pommel bar (Knaufstange) with rounded ends. The
ornamental field is framed by a groove on both long
sides. The decoration consists of nine suspended
rings with five encirled crosses (Fig. 2a-b).

At an unspecified time after the Second World
War, the sword was immersed in an acid bath as a
conservation measure, which exposed the original
surface of the bronze pommel and the bronze cross-
guard, and damaged it, albeit only slightly. Subse-
quently, the iron blade and grip tang, as well as the
pommel and quillons, were covered with a kind of
varnish. The exploration of the sword was made by
Susanne Krebstakies from the conservation depart-
ment of the museum.

Due to the shape and decoration of the pom-
mel and crossguard, the sword from Anduliai can
be assigned to Curonian swords. The Latvian ar-
chaeologist Eduards Sturms (1895-1959) intro-

duced this designation of origin in 1936, and con-
sidered the production of the sword handles to be
the work of ‘einheimischer kurischer Bronzegiefler’
(native Curonian bronze casters) (Sturms 1936).
After Vytautas Kazakevi¢ius the characteristics of
Curonian swords can be summarised in three points
(Kazakevicius 1997, 126) and the ring and crossed
line motif is the most widespread decoration on
Curonian swords, which, according to A. Tomsons,
can be traced back to Romanesque influences (Tom-
sons 2012, 149).

According to the monograph by Vytautas
Kazakevi¢ius IX-XIII a. balty kalavijai (Baltic
Swords from the Ninth to 13th Centuries), the sword
from Anduliai can be assigned to its Type T1 (Curoni-
an) (Kazakevicius 1996, 136—137). Characteristic of
this group are three, five or seven-lobbed pommels
and the narrow, straight or slightly curved lower
and upper crossguards made of bronze (Tomsons
2012, 148). The swords are 96 to 99.5 centimetres
long. The width of the double-edged blade is four
to 5.7 centimetres. A special feature of the example
from Anduliai is the crossguard with curled ends.
It can be traced back to crossguards with stylised
animal head ends. Swords with such crossguards,
or parts of such crossguards, were found, among
other places, in the Lithuanian cemetery at Z3sinas,
Silalé distr., (Kazakevi¢ius 1996, Fig. 62), two in the
Latvian cemetery at Alsungas Kalnini,Kuldiga distr.
(Tomsons 2012, Fig. 7,1-2), at the Latvian necropo-
lis at Ranku Kapenieki, Kuldiga distr. (Tomsons
2012, Fig 7.5), in the Latvian cemetries of Krimuldas
Taleni, Krimulda distr. (Tomsons 2012, Fig. 7.3),
Ivandé, Kuldiga distr. (Sturms 1936, Fig. 7¢) and Ziru
Sembas, Ventspils distr. (Tomsons 2012, Fig. 7.6), as
well as in the Livonian nercropolis Kazdanga Roni,
Liepaja distr. (Sturms 1936, Fig. 7e). Kazakevic¢ius
sees them as local works, because of their decoration
and distribution (Kazakevi¢ius 1996, 136). The ani-
mal heads were interpreted by Kazakevicius as bird
heads (Kazakevicius 1996, 136), while Tomsons in-
terprets them as horse heads (Tomsons 2012, 154—
156). The sword from Anduliai cannot contribute to
the clarification of these references. The curled ends
are no longer recognisable as animal heads. Pos-
sibly, the local craftsman was not familiar with the
motif, or did not recognise the ends as animal heads.
The specimen from Anduliai cannot contribute to
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Fig. 2a—b. The front and back of the sword from Anduliai cemetery purchased
by Michel Martin Blyze in its present condition. Museum fiir Vor- und
Friithgeschichte — Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. Photograph by C. Klein
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Fig. 3. The sword from
Gurkovidi in Belarus, Vileika
distr. After V. Kazakevicius
1996. Rendering D. Greinert,
Museum fiir Vor- und
Friihgeschichte — Staatliche
Museen zu Berlin

the dating of this sword group, as the seller, Blyze,
sold it to the museum in Berlin without further in-
formation on the circumstances of its discovery.
Curonian swords with a crossguard with ani-
mal heads are dated by Kazakevic¢ius to the 11th
or 12th century (Alsungas Kalnini: 11th century
(Kazakevic¢ius 1996, 112); Ranku Kapenieki 12th
century (Kazakevi¢ius 1996, 11); Ivande: 11th cen-
tury (Kazakevicius 1996, 108); Kazdanga Roni: 11th
century (Kazakevid¢ius 1996, 109); Zasinas: 11th—
12th century (Kazakevi¢ius 1996, 114)). The dating
of the sword from Anduliai to the 11th century could
be supported by Kazakevic¢ius’ chronological clas-
sification of the sword from Gurkovié¢i in Belarus,
Vileika distr. (Kazakevi¢ius 1996, 55 Fig. 60). The
ring and crossed line motif on the pommel crown of
this sword, dated by Kazakevicius to the 11th cen-
tury (Kazakevicius 1996, 112), seems to be identical
to that of the sword from Anduliai (Fig. 3).
According to V. KazakeviCius, the necropolis
of Piltenes Pasilciems, Ventspils distr. yielded five
specimens, the largest number of Curonian swords
(Kazakevi¢ius 1997, 121). In the holdings of the Mu-
seum fiir Vor- und Friihgeschichte Berlin there was
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Fig. 4. The index card of the sword from Anduliai cemetery purchased by Janis Ensin in 1895,
inv. No Ia 1289. Museum fiir Vor- und Friihgeschichte — Staatliche Museen zu Berlin
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Fig. 5: The bronze pommel of the Curonian (?) sword, inv. No Ia 2879. A drawing of the now lost
piece in the inventory book of the Berlin Museum. Museum fiir Vor- und Friihgeschichte — Staatliche

Museen zu Berlin

another Curonian sword, inventorised under the num-
ber Ia 1289. The sword is part of the war losses of the
museum (Fig. 4). It was also incompletely preserved.
The length was 52.5 centimetres. It belonged to the
‘kleinere Kiste’ (smaller box) of finds made by J. Es-
ins, which Blyze sent to the museum together with his
objects in 1895. Like the sword from Anduliai, it had a
pommel with a seven-lobbed pommel crown. The pom-
mel bar and the crossguard were decorated with a ring
and a crossed line motif. Evidence of another Curonian
sword could be a seven-lobbed Bronzeknauf (bronze
pommel) of 5.4 centimetres in length (Fig. 5). The pom-
mel crown belonged to a purchase of a box of ‘Bronze-
und Eisensachen’ (box of bronze and iron things) from
J. Esins for 100 marks. According to the records of the
Prehistoric Department, it was received on 3 December
1895, and confirmed on 4 December 1895.

The number of Curonian swords in the cemetery
at Anduliai underlines the importance of this burial
site to early Medieval research in the northeast Bal-
tic region, and the necessity of its publication as en-
visaged by the jubilarian.

Santrauka

Berlyno priesistorés ir
ankstyvosios istorijos
muziejaus fonduose rastas
kursiy kalavijas i§ Anduliy

Neseniai Berlyno priesistorés ir ankstyvosios
istorijos muziejaus (vok. Museum fiir Vor- und

Friihgeschichte / Staatliche Museen zu Berlin) fon-
duose naujai identifikuotg kalavija su laikinu nu-
meriu galima priskirti vadinamiesiems kursiy ka-
lavijams pagal E. Sturma (Sturms 1936). Jis buvo
rastas Anduliy (vok. Anduln) kapinyne 1895 m. ir
tais padiais metais parduotas Berlyno muziejui. Mu-
ziejaus inventoriuje minimi dar du kur$iy kalavijai.
Abu jie Siandien yra dinge. Kalavijg iS Anduliy ga-
lima priskirti T1 (kursiy) tipui. Kursiy kalavijus su
gyvuliy galvutémis puostu skersinuku V. Kazake-
vicius datuoja XI ar XII a. Kalavijas i§ Gurkovic¢iy
(Baltarusija, Vileikos r.) atrodo identiskas kalavijui
i§ Anduliy.
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